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+ Inhabiting the world, Michel Lussault

https://www.pca-stream.com/en/explore/inhabiting-the-

world/

+ Sustainability transitions in the developing world: 

Challenges of socio-technical transformations unfolding 

in contexts of poverty, by Mónica Ramos-Mejía, Maria-

Laura Franco-Garcia, Juan M. Jauregui-Becker, 

Department of Governance and Technology for 

Sustainability (CSTM), University of Twente, The 

Netherlands, Department of Design, Production and 

Management (OPM), University of Twente, The 

Netherlands (open access)

https://research.utwente.nl/en/publications/sustainability-

transitions-in-the-developing-world-challenges-of-
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Prof. Federica Burini, Topic: Course introduction
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Prof. Federica Burini Topic: Basic concepts about the World from a geographical perspective
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Prof. Federica Burini Topic: Geography and Urbanity in the Anthropocene 
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Prof. Federica Burini Topic: Reading the world in the process of Mondialization

5

Prof. Federica Burini Topic: Urbanity and territorial processes 

6

Prof. Federica Burini Topic: Urbanities, by Jacques Lévy

7

Prof. Federica Burini Topic: Vulnerabilities of the contemporary world: environmental, social, economic, governance, digital 

Group work on Challenges in a World in Transition and spatial justice

8

Prof. Federica Burini Topic: The configurations of spatial justice: place, environment, landscape justice

Group work on Challenges in a World in Transition and spatial justice

9

Prof. Federica Burini Topic:Methodologies for facing vulnerabilities and promoting landscape justice

Group work on Challenges in a World in Transition and spatial justice
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Prof. Federica Burini Topic: Group work

11

Prof. Federica Burini Topic: Group work

12

Prof. Federica Burini Topic: Group work on Challenges in a World in Transition and spatial justice

Final presentation and Course conclusions

Topics covered during the lectures – first part
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Evaluation

Evaluation: 

50% project work presentation

50% written exam →

1. general knowledge of the topics; 2. correct elaboration of concepts; 3. critical approach

GROUP WORK

Objective: to read multiscale-intersectional connections related to global challenges in a specific «territorial 
patch» and suggest an analysis on how to face them
Organisation: 4 groups, membership criteria (gender balance, nationalities, …)
«TERRITORIAL PATCH»: territorial lab where to discover global/local connections to global challenges 
(environmental, social, economic/productive, governance)
Articulation of the presentation:
1. Introduction (reminding the title and explain your vision/position)
2. Territorial analysis of the chosen patch
4. Analysis of social actors involved in the patch
5. Global challenges and the perception of the landscape: pollution and mobility
6. Conclusion (summarise the problems and envisage solutions)
Self-evaluation

Monday December 15 10 minutes each group
Final discussion, Self-evaluation of the groups



GEOGRAPHY

Science for analysing

TERRITORY

SOCIETY

FOCUS in contemporary Geography:

critical approach to INHABITANTS/SPATIALITY-URBANITY



Brainstorming: 
Challenges / World / in Transition



Basic concepts about the World from a 

geographical perspective



Challenges

• Environmental

• Social

• Economic

• Governance 

→ URBANITY!!!



In transition

• Spatio-temporal perspective

• Human-non human relations

• Dynamic evolution

• Multiscale perspective

• Systemic approach



WORLD

• Earth

• Planet

• Globe

• World



Earth
extension of land which gives life to human and non human beings



«The Planet»
celestial body which orbits around a star



The Globe
reproduction/representation of the Earth/Planet

Vincenzo Maria Coronelli, Globo 

terracqueo, 1688
Biblioteca Mai, Piazza Vecchia, 
Bergamo



The World
socially constructed social space at the global scale shaped by human 

activities

1968, first picture 

of the Earth from 

Apollo 8



- What is the World, in a geographical

perspective? It’s not the Planet, it’s not

the earth, but a (socially) constructed

social- space at the global scale,

historically shaped by human activities.

- Globalization =urbanization



1900 1950 2000 2017 2050

World 

population

1,5

billions

2,6

Billions

6,1

billions

7,5

billions

at least 9,6 

billions

Urban 

Population
220

millions

745

millions

2,8

billions

4

billions

at least 

6,7 billions



-Planetary urbanization is not only a

demographic phenomenon.

Urbanization is a kind of «revolution »

(cf. Henri Levebvre, La révolution urbaine, Paris,

Gallimard 1971, trad. La rivoluzione urbana, Armando,

1973), that is a complete shift in the social

organization and cultures.

-Urbanization as a widespread diffusion of

urban spatial patterns and urban « life-forms », which

all having a «family trait », whatever the context.



Some major traits that are oriented urban  patterns

and « life-forms » :

• Individualization/Anonymity

• Illimitation
• « Mobilization » (everything is on the  move

• Place consumption (iper-places)

• Digitalization

• Connexions (hyperspatiality)

• Standardization and «Normation »



This urbanized world is facing right now an impressive challenge:

the global environmental change, due to the impacts of human

activities on the earth system

i.global warming and its multiscale effects;

ii.depletion of non-renewable and even renewable resources;

iii.rapid reduction in biodiversity on a global scale;

iv.unprecedented modification of the metabolism of biotic systems (soils, 

oceans, waters) due to both the first three developments and the impacts of

human activities in terms  of pollutants and the diffusion of synthetic chemical 

molecules.



« The human imprint on the global environment has now become so large and active that it rivals some of

the great forces of Nature in its impact on the functioning of the Earth system » (Will Steffen, Jacques

Grinevald, Paul Crutzen and John McNeill, "The Anthropocene: conceptual and historical perspectives",

Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society A, Vol.369, 2011,p. 842-867)



Reading and discussing ….
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