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Who I am ...

Silvana Signori
Professor of Accounting, Business Ethics and 
Sustainability at University of Bergamo

Master Degree’s coordinator 
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Who you are…

Introduce yourself

Please, describe yourself:
My name is ...
My backgroud is ...
My master degree is…
My interests are ...

And your expectations 
My expectations for this course 
are...
My expectations for this Master 
Degree are…
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The course - contents

The course introduces to the concept of business ethics and its importance
to both academic level and in terms of practical management of different
kind of organizations.

Business ethics will be framed in the context of the corporation being part of
a wider society.

Concepts like corporate social responsibility and sustainability will be
analyses in their main features and in connection with business ethics
theories.
The course aims to enhance the skills and expertise of participants through
combining examination of ethical and managerial theory with discussion of
common ethical problems in context. This achieved through the use of real-
world examples and case studies.
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«Ethics refers to our efforts to figure out what we should do and how we 
should live. More specifically, it involves the challenge of figuring out 

how to justify our behavior – both to ourselves and to others (in 
business, e.g., to shareholders, employees, and the public). All of us «do» 
ethics, often without thinking consciously that this is what we are doing».

Wicks et al., 2010, p. 4

Ethics is about values, virtues and excellence in business. 
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The course – aims
The course aims to develop and deepen the student’s understanding of 
moral obligations and the good that business could bring to society.

By the end of the course, students should be able to identify, describe, 
explain and critically analyse:
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Ø the importance of business ethics 
to business

Ø current ethical issues in business

Ø current ethical theories and ethical 
decision-making

Ø common management practices 
designed to facilitate and 
encourage ethical business

Ø different ethical issues that may 
arise in within business-
stakeholder relationships
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The course – aims
Upon successful module completion, you will improve your…
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Ability to 

ü Think critically

ü Understand business ethics and CSR 
issues and criticalities, in their 
theoretical and practical implications, 
with reference to an international 
dimension and related to the different 
professional activities (accountant, 
auditor, consultant, manager, etc.). 

ü apply the main traditional ethical 
theories to analyse ethical positions 
and formulate moral defenses in 
business decisions. 

ü Evaluate the role of business in 
society
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The course – structure

1.  Introducing business ethics and its relevance 
in business context

2. Evaluating Business Ethics through 
Normative Ethical Theories

3. Making decisions in Business Ethics

4. Corporate Social Responsibiity (CSR)

5. Business Ethics, the Company and its 
Stakeholders 

Part. 1 
Understanding 
Business Ethics

Part. 2 
Contextualizing 
Business Ethics
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Academic Year - calendar

You can find it here
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The course – lectures
The lectures will be in presence

Schedule 

Monday and Tuesday
10:30-12:30

For changes, please see:
Lectures’ schedule

I Semester 

14 September 2026 – 19 December 
2026

Academic activities are suspended for 
festivity:  7 and 8/12/2026 and from 
20/12/2026  to  6/01/2027.

From 21 to 23 October and classes will 
be suspended for Final Dissertations 
(there could be some lectures re-
scheduled)

16 - 17 November classes will be 
suspended for mid-term exams

For a complete agenda, please see:
Department agenda12
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https://dipsa.unibg.it/en/study/academic-calendar-and-informations/plan-your-studies
https://logistica.unibg.it/PortaleStudenti/index.php?view=easycourse&include=corso&_lang=en
https://dipsa.unibg.it/en/study/academic-calendar-and-informations/plan-your-studies
https://dipsa.unibg.it/en/study/academic-calendar-and-informations/plan-your-studies
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The course – reschedules and changes 

Changes could be introduced during 
the year (also for allowing 
participation to specific seminars). 

Please follow the indications of the 
teacher and the information on the 
website.
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Office hours for students
I will receive students on  

Thursday 17 September at 12.00

Monday 21 September at 4:30 pm

Thursday 1 October at 2:00 pm

…

From 19 October every 

Monday at 12:30
Please check for possible changes before coming!

For any requirement or need please contact me at: 
silvana.signori@unibg.it

The course – office hours
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The course – e-learning (Moodle)

Lectures will be provided only in 
presence!

Attendance is strongly 
recommended!

e-learning (Moodle)
Course handouts will be available on 
the e-learning platform (Moodle 
space). 

We strongly suggest you subscribe
to receive all information about the 
course.

https://elearning15.unibg.it/course/
view.php?id=9250
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Scienze Aziendali e Scienze Economiche

Two different places I suggest you enroll:
 - LM AGS - Accounting, Governance and
 Sustainability (the full Master Degree program)

- Business ethics  (the course)
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https://elearning15.unibg.it/course/view.php?id=2206
https://elearning15.unibg.it/course/view.php?id=9250
https://elearning15.unibg.it/course/view.php?id=9250
https://www.unibg.it/
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The course – Bibliography

You can find the reference list both in Leganto and in 
elearning- Moodle space

Main book: 
Crane, Matten, Glozer and Spence (2019), Business 
Ethics, Fifth Edition, Oxford University Press

+ other suggested readings for specific modules (like 
CSR and Stakeholder theory)

Pay attention to possible updates!
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The course – the exam
It will be written and focused on 
theoretical and practical aspects 
explained during the course. 

Each student has to achieve a mark 
of 18/30 or above to pass in the 
exam. 

Clearness, synthesis, consistency 
and critical judgment will be given 
particular merit.

How to prepare for the exam
Course slides and handouts will be 
published on the e-learning 
platform (Moodle).

A range of texts, readings, articles, 
documentaries and internet 
sources will be recommended 
during the course. They all help you 
to prepare for the exam.

We strongly recommend to study 
all the suggested reading!
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Further information will be given during the course.
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Any question?
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For further info:
silvana.signori@unibg.it

… enjoy the 
course! 

Participate actively and…
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